Project 3.9 Indigenous capacity
building and increased participation
in management of Queensland
sea country
Project Summary
The objective of this project is to investigate and analyse, in collaboration with relevant sea country
Traditional Owners, the Indigenous-specific Targets within the Great Barrier Reef (GBR) 2050 Long
Term Sustainability Plan (hereafter Reef 2050). The Reef 2050 Plan is the overarching framework
for protecting and managing the Great Barrier Reef from 2015 to 2050. The analysis in this project
will underpin efforts by the Tropical Water Quality (TWQ) Hub to build real capacity for meaningful
engagement of Indigenous peoples in the Hub’s Research Plans. The project will provide information
to, and be conducted in parallel with, the development of an Indigenous-specific Implementation
Strategy for Reef 2050.This project will also facilitate tailored consultations (e.g. with Torres Strait
Regional Authority, TOs and Land Councils, and others) to seek feedback on the implementation of
the NESP TWQ Hub Indigenous Engagement and Participation Strategy (IEPS).

Problem

Implementation of the 23 Indigenous-specific
Targets in Reef 2050 requires deep and authentic
TO engagement. The first Target, for example, is
that by 2020 “Traditional Owners have developed
Indigenous Ecological Management Systems
for collecting, handling and sharing culturally
sensitive information, and its integration into
decision-making”. The Indigenous engagement
in Reef 2050 and the research agenda within the
GBR World Heritage Area is not yet sufficient to
underpin the delivery of such a Target.

How Research Addresses Problem

Through tailored community consultation, this
project will, in collaboration with relevant TOs,
analyse, scope and schedule (as short, medium
or long-term) the activities needed to deliver the
Targets. Documentary review will also guide the
analysis. The activities needed to deliver the
Targets may include both potential research, and
practical actions. This project will address the
historical disconnect between TOs and research in
the GBR, by providing information to refocus the
research sector to better meet community needs
and aspirations. The research will follow ethical
standards and Indigenous cultural protocols.
Investment decisions will be made by the
Australian and Queensland Government.
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Who is doing the research?

Researchers and staff from the Northern Australian Indigenous Land and Sea Management Alliance,
James Cook University, CSIRO, Traditional Owner consultants, and GBR Marine Park Authority form the
project team.

How can you be involved?

We would like to invite Traditional Owners of GBR sea-country, and relevant staff of their organisations,
to share their perspectives on the analysis. We are holding workshops where a range of topics will be
discussed, including an update on the TWQ Hub, Traditional Owner involvement, past sea-country
management activities, and the analysis of the Indigenous-specific targets. We are keen for you to be
involved, so please don’t hesitate to consult Melissa George or Ro Hill, if you would like to attend a
workshop or just have a chat!

Outcomes

A report on the analysis of the Indigenous-specific Targets under Reef 2050, and feedback on the
NESP TWQ Hub Indigenous Engagement and Participation Strategy (IEPS) will be made available to
the Australian Government by March 30th 2016.

Further information

For more information, please contact:
Ms Melissa George - NAILSMA
T: 0428 182 592
E: melissa.george@nailsma.org.au
Dr Ro Hill - CSIRO
T: 07 4059 5013
E: ro.hill@csiro.au
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